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Value Education in India:

The Present
scenario

alues are the guiding principles of life.

They refer to standards for determining

levels of goodness or desirability. Value
education is simply a matter of developing appropriate
behavior and habits involving the inculcation of certain
virtues and habits. It 1s a process of initiating the learner
to lead a good life. Gandhi j1 once said, “Education
without character leads to criminality.” He further
proposed that Tormation of character should have
priority over the alphabet.' Even Swami Vivekanand
said that teaching of religion must be part and parcel of
education which, according to him was essential to
teach values. India which was quoted by great
visionaries and saints as a 'punya bhumi' has kept pace
in science and technology with forward nations. But,
tragically, we have shown a slower pace in our value
system even when we have a strong heritage of human
values.

There 1s a lack of the concept of human
development and nation-building in the education
process. Education at present has limited itself to the
transmission of knowledge and cultivation of
occupational skills. Right from the beginning, students
are raised in a spirit of excessive competition and are
trained to fight in aggressive competition and in fact,
detached from contexts. The individualistic idea of
excellence is encouraged at the cost of emotional and
relational skills. In the present scenario, we provide
only such education that would enable the students to
earn more and hardly give any thought to the
improvement of the character of the educated. Over the
years, hence, value education has taken the back seat but
this trend needs to be reversed if India is to acquire its
due standing in the world.

We must understand that education must not be
limited to helping the young earn their livelihood but
should go beyond with an ability to judge whether the
earning is worth it in terms of the utility of work to
mankind. Newton, Einstein, and Mahatma Gandhi are
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considered great because their intention was to work to
serve humanity, and not their fame and prosperity. They
used their knowledge and intelligence with the sole
objective of serving mankind and eventually, they
succeeded in their effort.

The main objective of education should be the
development of an all-round and well-balanced
personality of the students. Value education can
contribute a lot in this regard. Individuals, families, and
communitics that comprise a society must avoid
pursuits, advocacies, methods, and goals that
undermine values. We also need trained, committed,
and spiritually motivated teachers to impart value-
based education. The pedagogical methods for
implementing value-based education may be stories,
poems, prayers, songs, mantras, and bhajans. Similarly,
special camps can also be organized. Hence, the family,
educational institutions, community, and society can
help in developing all dimensions of the human intellect
by imparting values so that our children can make our
nation a more democratic, cohesive, socially
responsible, culturally rich, and intellectually
competitive nation.

p Dr. Sumedha Gupta

Associate Professor, P.G. Department
of Commerce & Management, M. T.S.M.

’ College for Women, Ludhiana
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3rd Floor, Anand Bhawan, Shantivan

Abu Road - 307 510 (Raj.)

Mobile Nos.: +91 94140-03961 / +91 94263-44040
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